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West Virginia Office of Miners' Health Safety and Training

West Virginia Mine Map Archives

The Coal Industry of West Virginia is nearly 150 years old. It is estimated that over those years. thousands of mines were
abandoned in West Virginia. In many cases very little information was compiled regarding these mines. As early as 1883 Mine
Maps were required to be "furnished" to the inspector, however there was no law providing for the maps to be maintained. When a
mine was abandoned, it was forgotten. No one considered the future problems that the abandoned mines could create.

(Sample mine map of the Layland Mines in 1915)

The first real indication of abandoned mines presenting a problem was the Hominy Falls disaster of May 6, 1968.

(Photo of Hominy Falls Recovery Operations.)

Four miners of the Gauley Coal and Coke Co., No. 8 mine died as a result of a mining crew cutting into unknown, adjacent,
abandoned mine workings filled with water. The resulting inundation, drowned the four miners and trapped many others.
Immediately following this disaster laws were passed establishing the "Mine Map Archives". Both the Federal Government and the
West Virginia Legislature passed laws regulating the preservation of mine maps. In West Virginia, this law (22A-2-1) requires all
mining operators to submit to the West Virginia Office of Miners' Health Safety and Training a final. certified map of their operation.
Further it requires the maintenance of maps in a fire-proof vault and required the establishment of an indexing and microfilming

system.
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The West Virginia Geological
and Economic Survey

Joe Manchin lll, Governor
Tom Bulla, Secretary, Department of Commerce
Carl J. Smith, Director and State Geologist

Address: 1 Mont Chateau Road
Morgantown, WV 26508-8079
1-800-WVGEOLOgy
(1-800-984-3656)

or (304) 594-2331

(304) 594-2575

info@geosrv.wvnet.edu

Ground Water

Topographic and Geologic Maps
Earth Science

and Much, Much More!

Phone:

Fax:
E-mail:

Please Note Our New Mailing Address Above!

Search This Site

Scanned Images of West Virginia Mine Maps Available Online

WVGES Releases Publication of Qil and Gas Well Data

WVGES Information and History | What's New? | Program Descriptions | E.A.Q. | Job Openings | Contact the Webmaster | Privacy Statement

Products and Services

Data

Earth Science Information Center
Geoscience Education

Interactive Coal Bed GIS

Interactive Topographic Map Index

Maps and Map Files

Mine Map Archives

PTTC Appalachian Region Qil and Gas Data

Publications
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Special Features

West Virginia Geology

Mini-Museum

Homeowner's Guide to Geologic Hazards

Mountaintop Removal Mining

Trace Elements in West Virginia Coals

STATEMAP Geologic Mapping

Geostatistical Case Studies and Datasets

Visiting Geologists at State Parks, 2005 Schedule Available®
Have You Seen This Fossil?

Other Resources

Geological Links
West Virginia Links
Software Links

& Internet

A} West Virginia Ge...



: Scanned Images of West Virginia Mine Maps Available Online - Microsoft Internet Explorer
Fie Edit View Favorites Tools Help

@Back - (€] & & - search 5'c Favortes @ Meda €2

Address | &] http://www.wygs.wvnet.edu/www/coal/wvminemaps.htm

Scanned Images of West Virginia Mine Maps Available Online

Scanned images (TIF format) of West Virginia mine maps are now available online. If you know the 6-digit number of the document you need,
proceed to the download site at ftp://fip. wvgs . wvnet.edu/pub/minemaps/. Click here to view a sample image (547 K).

File names: Each image file name consists of an eight-digit number with the .tif file extension. The first six digits are the document number.
Some mines were photographed in multiple images, called scenes. Scene numbers are the last two trailing numbers of the file name. Make
sure you download each scene. The images are organized into folders named by the first 3 digits of the document number.

How to get help: If you don't know the mine map document number you need, you can download a Microsoft® Excel format index to the
documents from http://www.wvminesafety.org/minemapcnty.zip. Or you can also visit the Interactive Coal Bed GIS site to obtain document
numbers for some parts of the state. Help is also available from the West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey at 1-800-984-3656 or the
West Virginia Office of Miners' Health, Safety, and Training at 304-558-1425.

Download mine maps at fip:/fip.wvgs.wvnet.edu/pub/minemaps/

This service is made possible by cooperative efforts of the West Virginia Office of Miners' Health, Safety, and Training and the West Virginia
Geological and Economic Survey.

WVGES Welcome Page
(Main Menu)

Page last revised: February 24, 2005

Please send questions, comments, and/or suggestions to webmaster.

Page created and maintained by:
West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey
Address: Mont Chateau Research Center
1 Mont Chateau Road
Morgantown, WV 26508-8079
Telephone: 1-800-WV-GEOLOgy (1-800-984-3656) or 304-594-2331
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Coal Bed Mapping Project

Placing the underground mine maps Iin
a geological framework

Structural contours and outcrop

Depth of overburden

Bed and parting thickness

Also compiling surface, auger, and
highwall mined areas

Bed discontinuities
Other supporting maps
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Project Goals Mapping Progress

General WV Project geologists are mapping coal beds in a county or group of counties at a time.
Geology When completed, the statewide extent of each mapped coal bed will be available. At
this time, coal beds in the counties shown in green have been mapped.

About Our
Maps Click on one of the GREEN counties to view the coal bed maps currently available.

Interactive Mine compilations for all coal beds were updated in 2005 using maps current as of

Map Tutorial Jamuary 1, 2005.

Mi : , IMPORTANT: To view the Interactive
Mﬂ | WV Geological & Economic Survey Maps, it is recommended to use Netscape
Archives _ Coal Bed Mapping Project version 6, or Internet Explorer versions 5 or 6
Status Map (Other versions or browsers may not be
Scanned Mine January, 2005 compatible with the interactive maps). Click

Map Images 5 ] ] _ . here for more information.
for Download - ' s i

Please view the Interactive Map Help
Guide before using the maps!

County Progress
[] Non-coal Area

[ | Future Mapping
[ | Stratigraphic Database Work

[ Mapping in Progress
[E=9] Mapping Completed
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Improvements

Link CBMP IMS to mine image FTP site

Provide an on-line searchable database
and link to the image FTP site



West Virginia Office
of Miners’ Health, Safety,
and Training

West Virginia Geological
and Economic Survey



Presenter
Presentation Notes
*Note: This is a copy of a presentation made at the West Virginia Coal Association Symposium, Charleston, WV on February 17, 2005 by Nick Fedorko, Head of the Coal Program at the West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey, 1 Mont Chateau Rd., Morgantown, WV 26508-8079.  

Tel: 304-594-2331.



*The Underground Mine Map Project is a cooperative effort of the WV Office of Miners’ Health, Safety, and Training and the WV Geological and Economic Survey.
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